
Principal’s Message: 

 

Dear Woodward Families, 

Can you believe that December is already here?  There 

are  30 days until we are in a new year (2020)!  As we 

celebrate the various holidays and spend time with our 

families, we should also remember those that may not 

be as fortunate as we are and give thanks.  Thanks for 

our children, families, friends, and thanks for the  

blessings in our lives.   

All of us are not fortunate to have our loved ones with 

us to share at this time.  Let’s remember the reason for 

the season.  It’s about helping one another, with just 

simple gestures.  Opening the door for someone,     

saying thank you, or can I help you in some way.  

  Within the next 30 days, I challenge you each day to 

do one thing for someone else and not expect anything 

in return but thank you.  Thank you for all that you do 

to aid us in this journey of learning for our students.   

Have a Blessed Holiday!! 

 

    In the best interest of children,                                                                                  

        Dr. Carla F. Cunigan

  

Woodward Wildcat 
December,  2019 

Woodward Elementary School         725 Bellerive Blvd. St. Louis, MO 63111          (314) 353-1346 

Dates to Remember 

Double Dutch Contest December 7 

Asthma Van December 9 

Collaboration In Action (CIA)  

Parent Meeting 

9:30 a.m. 

Woodward Elementary 

 

December 10 

PBIS Polar Express Celebration December 13 

Staff Appreciation 

3:00 p.m. 

December 17 

Go Noodle Day December 19 

             Record Keeping Day 

No school for students 

December 20 

Christmas 

   District Closed 

December  24-25 

Winter Break 

No school for students 

December 23-31 

New Year’s Day 

District Closed 

January 1 

             Winter Break ( cont.) 

            No school for students 

January 2-3 

                    Classes resume January 6 

    Habit of the Month: 

“Put First things First” 
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         Mrs.  Warren, School Counselor 

School-wide PBIS  

         Mrs.  Warren, School Counselor 

The cold weather has returned.  Please make sure 

your children are dressed appropriately for these 

cold days.  Hats, boots, snow pants, warm coats, 

and gloves or mittens are essential for the students 

to be able to enjoy their time at play outside.     

   We will be going outside as long as the                

temperature is above freezing (32 and above).  We 

want them to be comfortable while enjoying these 

brisk winter days. 

Our Habit for the month of December is   

                   “Put First things First” 

Our school store is a behavior incentive we have 

here at Woodward.   If students have 5 purple 

days in a row or 95% or higher on Dojo for the 

week, they are able to shop.  The store is open on 

Fridays during lunch.  Students are excited about 

the items that they are receiving from the store.   

 

Donations and parent volunteers are needed in 

order to sustain the store as a valid incentive for 

our students.  Please keep the store in mind as 

you clean and shop. Donations can be made to 

any SW-PBS member or taken directly to the store 

on Friday. 

     Meet the 2019-20  
  Woodward  Wildcat       
           Cheer Team 

 
 

 
                       Shania Faith Parker-Jones-5th 

Shade Semanat Gonzalez-5th 
Adaga Osman-5th 
Emily Boyer-5th  
Adaga Wawi-5th 

Jaelah Sanders-4th 
Harmony Carter-4th 
Aminata Berte-4th 

Shamiyah Hopkins-4th 
Summer Hatton-4th 

 

                

        Photo Credit:  JIYoungcha 

         Mrs.  Warren, School Counselor 



Credits:   kids illustrations by Sally Clinton/Clip Art Frenzy."                                         

color stars by A. Hughes Design 
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             submitted by Mrs. Warren, School Counselor 

Congratulations to the following students who were nominated                                                                                              

as   October   Student of the Month"   for  “Be Proactive” 

Da’ Shay Burse  - Preschool  

Nominated by Ms. Watson 

 

Abubakar Ibrahim - Preschool  

Nominated by Mrs. Jarnegan 

  

 Arhmad McCorkle - Kindergarten  

Nominated by  Mrs.  Platts 

 

 Rafia Savage - Kindergarten  

Nominated by Mrs. Eleta   

 

Ayoub Yousif -  Kindergarten 

Nominated by Ms. Wellborn 

 

Rusia Nyang -  1st grade 

Nominated by Ms. Wellborn 

 

 Hazel Bledsoe   - 1st grade  

Nominated by Mrs. Fouse  

 

Bridgett Urquesa Carerra Gonzales - 1st grade  

Nominated by Ms. Benson  

 

Noor Chaudhry - 2nd grade  

Nominated by Mrs. Osikoya 

 

Rahmeir Sykes - 2nd grade  

Nominated by Mrs. Ramage 

 

Gracia Sugani  - 3rd grade 

Nominated by Ms. Enserink  

  

Selumn Tuka  - 3rd grade  

Nominated by Ms. Ford   

 

Joseph Lachance - 4th grade  

Nominated by Ms. Fennoy 

 

 Niyo Irambona - 4rd grade 

Nominated by Ms. Canale  

 

Jerryiah Jordan - 3rd grade  

Nominated by Ms. Carter  

 

Jaelah Sanders  - 4rd grade 

Nominated by Mrs. Overmann   

 

Tyleik Friston - 4th grade  

Nominated by Mrs. Al-Baaj 

 

Zamarion Johnson - 5th grade  

Nominated by Mrs.  Tretter  

 



 

GoNoodle Logo: Used With  Permission 

    Students will engage in GoNoodle activities during Art, Music, and PE 

 We will also have school-wide brain breaks throughout the day. 

Students and staff can dress up as their favorite GoNoodle character. 

We will have an award for the best dressed!!! 

This will be a fun day for the students to be active! 

Nurse Notes 
 Ms. Dena Bashiti, School Nurse 

If you missed the  Gateway to Oral Health            
Dental Van this year and would still like to             

participate, please call them at (314) 776-7100              
to schedule an appointment. 

Mr. Von Smith,  FCS 
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BJC Healthcare has a number of resources for families on their “Family Resource Center” website,   

including apps (free and paid) for  both   Android and Apple. The apps are  categorized by   Pain    

Management, Healthy Habits,  Relaxations, Stress Management, and others.  Please visit the link     

below for more  information.   

http://www.stlouischildrens.org/health-resources/family-resource-center/apps-apple-and-android 

 Here are some examples of apps listed on the website.  Please visit BJC website for the full list:  

NFL Play 60 allows you to run, jump, and turn WHILE HOLDING YOUR DEVICE and your character 

does the same. You move, and your character moves on screen. Jump into this super cool and fun 

game brought to you by the National Football League and the American Heart Association.            

Healthy Diet and Food Scanner: Use the ShopWell bar code scanner at home or in the grocery 

store to scan foods to find out if they are a good match for your diet. FREE Both Apple and Android

( Healthy Habits Apps) 

Take a Break! Guided Meditations for Stress Relief This app is simple and quick. It has 2 guided 

meditations: a 7-min work break and a 13-min stress relief versions. FREE Both Apple and Android  

Breathe, Think, Do with Sesame Street :This app teaches young children how to calm down and 

problem-solve everyday challenges. FREE Both Apple and Android   ( Stress Management Apps)  

Sleep Pillow Sounds lite by Clear Sky Apps LTD Sleep Pillow provides an advanced set of high quality 

ambient sounds, premixed for perfect sleep enhancement or relaxation.     FREE    Apple only   

(Relaxation Apps) 

Chalk Draw for Kids by Teknos Interactive LLC Features Included: 8 colors to choose from, 7 chalk 

width settings, Eraser tool, No In-app purchases or ads           FREE Apple only  (Relaxation Apps) 

Nurse Notes 
 Ms. Dena Bashiti, School Nurse 



                      Ms.  Canale, 4th Grade 
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"I love the inside of the geode.  It was beautiful!" - Nathanael Carrera   

"We should try this more (often)!" - Nate Barraka  

     These are two of the many comments that  Ms. Canale received from her 4th grade 
class after exploring geodes.  Ms. Canale's students have been aware of her interest in    
geodes since the start of the year,  when they quickly noticed the large and small crystal 
pieces scattered throughout the classroom and within the jewelry she wears.   Questions 
regarding what they were and where they came from led to a hands-on exploration during  
a recent morning class meeting. 

   What looks like an ordinary rock at first glance, becomes a a beautiful crystal once 
cracked open with a hammer.  "The geode looked just like a rock, but the inside had    
crystals and it felt weird." - Gael Andon    Ms. Canale's class enjoyed seeing the            
transformation first hand, and quickly began comparing and contrasting pieces from       
different geodes.  The students were even more excited to learn that they would be taking 
a piece home with them.     

                   Geodes are a great reminder that not all things are as they appear!     
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Submitted by Ms. Davis, Librarian/Woodward Wildcat Editor 
 
Kids love to read about real people, places, and events. Nonfiction books present real information in   engaging and 
interesting ways. However, most kids read a lot more fiction than nonfiction, so spend some extra time helping your 
reader learn how to navigate a nonfiction book. 
 
 

Talk about nonfiction 
Begin by explaining that the book you’re about to share is nonfiction. That means that the book will give us infor-
mation that is true. The book will be organized around a specific topic or idea, and we may learn new facts through 
reading. Some kids even enjoy sorting their home libraries into fiction and nonfiction books. This simple categoriza-
tion task helps your child understand the difference between fiction and nonfiction. 
 

Look at the parts 
Most good nonfiction books will have helpful features that are not a part of most fiction books. These parts include a 
table of contents, an index, a glossary, photographs and charts with captions, and a list of sources. Share the          
purpose of the features with your reader. 
 
 Table of Contents: Located at the front of a book, the table of contents displays a list of the big ideas    
                                          within the book and where to find them. 

•   Index: An index is an alphabetical list of almost everything covered within the book, with page numbers.  

               Readers can use the index to look up specific terms or concepts and go right to the specific             
                information they’re looking for. 
 Glossary: Located at the back of the book, a glossary contains key words that are related to the topic and their 

definitions. These definitions provide more information about new vocabulary words. 
 
 Captions: Captions are usually right under photographs, figures, maps, and charts. Captions give a   
       quick summary of what information is presented in the graphic. 
 

• Photos and Charts: A lot of information can be found by “reading” the charts and photos found within  

nonfiction text. Readers will first need to figure out what information is presented. Then they’ll need to discover how 
to navigate the information. Some charts use clear labels, others require more careful examination. Help your reader 
learn more about the different ways information can be displayed. 
 
Nonfiction books do not have to be read from cover to cover. Readers can use the table of contents and index to 
jump right to the information they are most interested in. In that way, they are the “reading boss” of that book! 
However, if your reader wants to read from cover to cover, encourage him to use the table of contents to understand 
how the book is organized. “First we will learn about the different types of frogs. Then we’ll learn where they can 
live, what they eat, and how they survive.” Passages from the book can be reread as often as necessary until your 
child understands what is written. You can refer to pictures, charts and tables over and over again as well.  As        
natural learners, young readers are drawn to books that give information about something or explain something 
they’ve always wondered about. With a little help and guidance about reading nonfiction, you can feel good about 
introducing your child to a new world of  information. 
 
      Credit:             
                      

Used with permission. 


